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The  folloxving  defer  iplloi  of  the  Ri?hi  of  Petit  ton- 
ing is  extraHed  from  Mr  Ji'f-ce  Blackfione's 
Commentaries  ofi  the  Lan^s  of  EnglaKd. 

Book  I.  Ch.  I.  S.  4. 

"  If  there  fhould  happea  any  uncommon  in- 
jury, or  infringement  of  the  rights  before-men- 
tioned, which  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law  is  too 
defective  to  reach,  there  flill  remains  a  fourth 
fubordinate  right  appertaining  to  every  indivi- 
dual, namely,  the  right  of  petitioning  the  King 
or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  for  the  redrefs  of 
grievances.  Care  only  mufl  be  taken  lefi,  under 
pretence  of  petitioning,  the  fubject  be  guilty  of 
any  riot  or  tumult,  as  happened  in  the  opening 
of  the  memorable  Parliament  of  1640:  and  to 
prevent  this,  it  is  provided  by  a  ftatute  pafTed  in 
the  1 3th  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  that  no 
Petition  to  the  King  or  either  Hoi'fe  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  any  alterations  ia  Church  or  State, 
fliall  be  figned  by  above  20  perfons,  unlefo  the 
matter  thereof  be  approved  by  three  Judices  of 
the  Peace,  or  the  major  parr  of  the  Grand  Jury 
in  the  country  :  and  in  London  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council ;  nor 
(hall  any  Petition  be  prefcnted  by  more  than  two 
perfons  at  a  time. 

A  "  But 
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**  But  under  thefe  regulations,  it  is  declared 
by  a  ftatute  of  William  and  Mary,  that  the  fub- 
jed  hath  a  right  to  petition,  and  that  all  com- 
mitments and  profecutions  for  fuch  petitioning 
are  illegal." 


SHORT 


SHORT   HINTS,  &c. 


A  War  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
feems  now  finally  determined  upon,  and 
every  hope  of  immediate  reconciliation  is  ban- 
ifhed. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  the  affair,  it  will  not 
be  unfeafonable  for  Engliflimen  to  enquire 
what  are  their  duties  in  this  moment  of  danger, 
and  whether  the  Gonftitution  has  provided  ihem 
with  the  means  of  declaring  their  marked  difap- 
probation  of  fo  ruinous  a  meafure. 

'*  Whether  the  War  be  jufl;  or,  if  juft,  whe- 
"  ther  it  be  neceffary;"  are  queftions  upon, 
which  the  nation  is  by  no  means  agreed.  Had 
our  Reprefentatives  in  ParHament  concurred 
unanimoufly  upon  the  neceffity  of  War,  their 
concurrence  would  probably  have  had  great  in- 
A  a  fiuence 
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fluence  in  promoting  an  agreement  of  opinion 
among  their  conflituents,  becaufe  it  would  have 
afforded  fome  fort  of  prefumption  that  the  mea- 
fure  was  expedient. 

But  the  cafe  is  widely  different.  The  Houfe 
of  Commons  is  divided  upon  thefe  queftions : 
divided  unequally  as  to  numbers,  for  the  great- 
er part  have  voted  for  a  War  :  but  more  equal- 
ly as  to  abilities,  for  men  of  the  greatefl:  wif- 
dom  and  experience  in  that  Houfe  are  decla- 
red friends  to  peace. 

If  there  is  fuch  difference  of  opinion  upon 
the  fubjed  between  the  wifeit  of  our  Reprefen- 
tatives,  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  fimilar 
difference  of  opinion  fhould  not  prevail  in  the 
country.  And  this  is  in  truth  the  facl.  Very 
oppofite  opinions  are  held  by  the  public. 
Many  belonging  to  the  higher  ranks  are  incli- 
ned to  involve  the  nation  in  a  War  j  the  middle 
and  more  numerous  claffes  appear  as  much  dif- 
pofed  to  Peace. 

Some  make  no  fcruple  in  declaring  that, 
"  To  treat  with  fuch  ferocious  beads  (for  by 
"  that  name  they  defcribe  the  French)  would  be 
"  an  eternal  difgrace :  that  our  honor  is  con- 
"  cerned  in  contributing  to  their  ruin :  that 
f  we  ought  neither  to  propofe  nor  to  accept 

"  terms 
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'*  terms  of  accommodation  :  but  to  revenge  the 
*'  murder  of  their  King,  to  overturn  their  new 
^'  RepubHc,  and  to  affifl;  the  Kingof  Pruflia  and 
"  the  Emperor  in  re-eflabliihing  a  Govern?- 
"  ment  in  France,  with  which  crowned  heads 
"  may  not  think  it  derogatory  to  their  honor 
"  to  treat." 

Others  hold  fentiments  which  are  the  re- 
y.erfe  of  thefe.  They  fay,  "  that  nations  are  in- 
*'  dependent  of  each  other  in  whatever  relates 
"  to  their  internal  arrangements  :  that  we  have 
*'  no  more  right  to  interfere  in  the  domeftic 
"  concerns  of  .France,  than  they  have  to  inter- 
*'  fere  in  ours :  that  if  we  eftablifli  a"  contrary 
"  principle,  the  King  of  Pruilia  and  the  Ein- 
**  peror  of  Germany  may  hereafter  infifi:  upon 
''  erecting  an  abfolute  monarchy  in  this  Ifland ; 
"  and  that  it  would  be  their  interefl:  to  effecc 
"  this :  that  to  refufe  to  treat  with  a  new  Re- 
"  public,  when  we  are  in  the  habit  of  treating 
"  with  the  mod  defpotic  powers  in  the  world, 
"  Ihews  a  marked  preference  of  the  latter : 
"  That  every  war,  the  objedl  of  which  is  not  to 
*'  exterminate  an  enemy,  ought  to  be  preceded 
"  by  negociation :  that  till  negociation  has 
*.'  been  offered  and  declined,  w^ar  cannot  be  ne- 
*'f  ceflary  :  and  that  to  prefer  force  and  compul- 

"  fion 
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"  fion  to  explanation  and  compromife,  is  con*- 
*'  trary  to  policy,  to  reafon,  and  to  religion.** 

Many  other  arguments  are  adduced  on  both 
fides,  which  it  is  needlefs  here  to  repeat :  it  is 
of  more  importance  to  enquire,  what  are  the  du- 
ties of  a  good  citizen,  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
line  of  his  conduct. 

Thofe  that  are  friends  to  a  war,  will  of  courfe, 
both  from  duty  and  inclination,  give  it  their 
fupport. 

Thofe  that  are  enemies  to  a  war,  mufl  never- 
thelefs  co-operate  with  the  reft  of  the  commu- 
nity fo  long  as  it  continues. 

Of  this  duty  perhaps  they  may  not  immedi- 
ately acknowledge  the  obligation.  Ihey  will 
complain  "  that  they  cannot  confiftenrly  fup- 
*'  port  the  execution  of  fchemes  Vv'hich  tiiey 
*'  condemn :  that  they  are  made  to  futfer  by 
■''  raeafures  of  which  they  ferioufly  difapprove  : 
"  that  a  war  is  contrary  to  the  honor  and  in- 
"  terefts  of  the  Empire :  that  the  more  vigor- 
"  oully  Miniftry  are  fupported,  the  lefs  mciina- 
"  tion  they  will  Ihew  towards  peace,"  &c.  &,c. 

This  may  in  a  great  degree  be  true,  but  it 
cannot  be  admitted  as  an  excufe  for  inadion  : 
for  to  thefe  and  fmiilar  objeftions  the  anfwer  is 
pbrious, — "  Ihat  when  the   country  is  in   a 

«  Rate 
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*'  ftate  of  danger,  it  Is  every  man's  duty  to  de- 
"  fend  it :  that  exertions  in  this  cafe  have  for 
"  their  obje£l  the  protedion  of  the  community, 
"  not  the  fupport  of  a  minifler :  that  if  the 
"  minifter  through  pride,  or  obftinacy,  or  fe- 
'*  cret  intrigue,  or  any  other  motive,  has  invol- 
*'  ved  the  kingdom  in  the  calamity  of  war,  it 
"  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  be  vigilant,  and 
"  to  take  care  that  his  corruption  or  mifcon- 
*'  du£t  (hould  not  occafion  the  common  lofs : 
"  that  a  total  reluctance  in  the  people,  unlefs  it 
"  forced  the  minifter  to  purfue  better  meafures, 
**  might  give  the  enemy  a  decided  advantage, 
"  and  thus  the  fafety  of  the  body  would  be  fac- 
*'  rificed  to  an  indifcreet  effort  of  refentment 
*'  againfl:  a  dangerous  individual." 

Thefe  and  other  reafons  might  be  brought 
to  demonftrate,  that  in  the  prefent  fiiuation  of 
affairs  it  is  the  part  of  every  true  patriot  to  co- 
operate in  defence  of  his  country. 

But  the  more  chearfully  he  performs  this, 
from  a  conviclion  of  the  dangerous  ftate  into 
which  the  nation  has  been  thrown  by  the  un- 
accountable condu6l  of  the  prefent  minifter, 
the  more  urgently  he  will  feel  himfelf  compel- 
led by  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  petition  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  againft  the  continuance  of  a  war,  which 

he 
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he  conceives  to  be  unneceiTary  in  its  origin, 
unjuft  in  its  objeft,  and  deflruftive  in  its  effefts. 

While  he  concurs  himfelf,  and  invites  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  concur  in  the  means  that  may  be 
proper  for  the  national  defence,  he  will  not 
leave  unperformed  the  other  equally  incumbent 
and  indifpcnfible  duty,  the  attempting  to  urge 
thofe  of  his  own,  and  to  perfuade  thofe  of  a  con- 
trary opinion,  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  againjl 
the  war  in  a  humble  petition  to  the  King  and 
Tarliament. 

A  change  of  meafures  being  fuppofed  to  be 
highly  defirable  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  fave 
the  nation  from  an  intolerable  wade  of  blood 
and  treafure,  it  is  evident  that  change  cannot 
take  place  too  foon.  It  may  be  mortifying  to 
the  pride  of  the  Few^  but  we  mufl  difregard 
this,  if  it  is  likely  to  produce  the  happinefs  of 
the  Many.  'Ihe  confcientious  friends  to  peace 
fhould  not  for  a  moment  relax  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  that  objedl  by  every  legal  means  in 
their  power. 

Some  may  reply  that  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  petition  againft  the  war  when  we  have  found 
it  to  be  unfuccefsful.  But  while  the  war  is  fo 
much  expofed  to  cenfure  on  the  fcore  ofitsin- 
juflice,  it  fliould  appear  neither  wife  nor  virtu- 
ous 


ous  to  plunge  into  it  with  a  view  of  perfevering 
till  we  have  experienced  its  ill  fuccefs. 
'    Of  the  falfe  principle  upon  which  it  is  under- 
taken, we  are  as  able  to  judge  at  prefent,  as  we 
may  be  fome  years  hence.     Succefs  cannot  jufli- 
fy  a  wrong  meafure  •,  nor  can  ill  fuccefs  change 
the  nature  of  things.     Time  may  difcover  fe- 
cret  motives,  but  it  cannot  alter  firfl  principles. 
The  unjufl:   principle  of  the  American  war,  for 
inftance,  was  moft  clearly  ftated  by  Mr  Fox  at 
the  commencement  of  it,  though  he  was  not  ge- 
nerally credited  (to  the  misfortune  of  this  coun- 
try !)  till  after  the  conclufion  of  that  meafure. 
Opinion  changed  refpeOing  the  principle,  but 
the  principle  could  acquire  no  additional  force 
from  this  change  of  opinion. 

Let  us  not  therefore  be  anxious  to  obtain  the 

wifdom   which   misfortunes   teach :     NeceiTity 

impofes  fevere  laws :    Delays  in  a  good  caufe 

are  replete  with  danger.     Confider  how  nearly 

the  lives  and  fortunes  of  our  fellow  citizens  are 

concerned  !  how  many   brave  men  may  be  loft 

in   one  battle!    how   much    national   treafure 

wafted  in  one  campaign  1    Before  the  evil  day 

arrives,   proceed  voluntarily  to  the  public  cen- 

fure  of  a  meafure  which  you  already  condemn. 

Let  nothing  (land  between  you  and  the  lawful 

difcharge 
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difcharge  of  your  duty.  If  you  fucceed,  you 
will  enjoy  the  prayers  of  your  countrymen  and 
the  gratitude  of  pofterity.  From  the  rich  ma 
nufafturer  to  the  pooreft  inhabitant  of  the 
cottage,  all  will  record  your  honors  and  cele- 
brate your  public  fpirit. 

If  by  a  timely  exercife  of  your  invaluable 
Right  of  Petition  you  can  incline  the  Minifter 
to  negociate  a  peace,  you  will  have  difcharged 
the  moft  gratifying  of  all  duties,  and  have  fecu- 
red  to  yourfelves  a  fubjed  of  refle£lion,  which  in 
every  change  of  circumftance  or  fortune  will 
adminifter  to  your  ferenity  and  confolation. 

I  hope  1  have  not  failed  in  fliewing  that  the 
duty  of  petitioning  the  King  and  Parliament  for 
a  fpeedy  Refloration  of.  Peace,  is  not  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  duty  of  co-operating  in  the  prepa- 
rations for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Thefe 
duties,  at  the  prefent  moment,  appear  to  be  e- 
qually  binding  upon  all  good  citizens,  and  ori- 
ginate from  the  fame  laudable  motive,  the  de- 
fire  of  maintaining  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of 
the  Britiih  Empire. 
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